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Chapter 7/Movies and the Impact of Images



Dating to the late 1800s films have had a substantial social and cultural impact on society…Hollywood has become America’s storyteller.

Films help us sort through experiences that either affirm or deviate from our values.

Historical developments:

· 1880 – Eadweard Muybridge {English}uses multiple cameras to take successive photos of humans and animals in motion; develops a method for projecting the images on a wall for public viewing 

· 
 1878 – The horse “Occident.”  Muybridge photographed a horse named Occident in fast motion, using a series of 12 stereoscopic cameras that were arranged along a track parallel to the horses, and a trip wire that was triggered by the horse’s hooves controlled each of the camera shutters.
· 1884 – George Eastman {American}develops the first roll film; vast improvement over heavy metal & glass plates used to make individual photos

· Louis LePrince {French}invents the first motion picture camera using roll film

· 
 October 14, 1888 – Roundhay Garden Scene, the world’s oldest surviving film.  Louis Aime Augustin LePrince, a Frenchman living in England, shot this at 12 frames per second.  According to his son, it was filmed at Oakwood Grange, in Roundhay, Leeds, West Yorkshire, England.  It features Adolphe LePrince, Sarah & Joseph Whitley and Harriet Hartley in the garden, walking around and laughing.  In 1930 the National Science Museum of London purchased photographic copies of remaining parts from the 1888 filmstrip.  This sequence was recorded on an 1885 Eastman Kodak paper base photographic film through LePrince’s single-lens combi camera-projector.
· 1889 – Hannibal Goodwin {American} improves Eastman’s film with thin, transparent strips of celluloid that hold a coating of chemicals sensitive to light

· 1894 – Spurred by Thomas Edison (& assistant William Dickson) an early movie camera called the kinetograph is born; the viewing system is called the kinetoscope; viewers look through a hole and watch tiny moving images

· 
  January 7, 1894: Fred Ott’s Sneeze, an Edison Kinetoscope.  W. K. L. Dickson made this short film, the earliest surviving copyrighted motion picture, for advertising purposes.  Often referred to as “Fred Ott’s Sneeze,” it is one of the world’s earliest motion pictures.  The star is Fred Ott, an Edison employee known to his fellow workers for his comic sneezing and other gags.  This item was received in the Library of Congress on January 9, 1894, as a copyright deposit from Dickson.

· French brothers Louis & Auguste Lumiere develop a combined camera, film development/projection system called the cinematograph allowing multiple people to see moving images simultaneously

· 
 1895: Train by the Lumière Brothers.  The Lumières created the first publicly shown movies and the first documentaries.  Inadvertently they also created the first horror picture with this 50-second film shot at a Provence railway station.  It is said that as spectators watched the train chug toward the screen, they believed it was about to crash out of the frame and into the auditorium, and ran out screaming.

· Edison patents the vitascope enabling longer filmstrips to be projected without interruption; glimpses future of movies as a mass medium (move to entrepreneurial stage begins

· 
 April 1896: The First Screen Kiss, a Thomas Edison VitaScope
· 
 1897: Pillow Fight – An experimental film by Thomas Edison, showing four young girls having a pillow fight
· 1896 – George Melies {French}opens first public movie theater in France

· 
 1899: George Melies – The Conjuror
· 
 1902: George Melies – A Trip To The Moon (Une Voyage dans la Lune).  The person who posted this on YouTube took Melies’ classic film, the first science fiction film ever produced, and added a soundtrack. The music was NOT on the original.

· Edwin Porter becomes the first American cameraman to master editing to tell a coherent story, shooting scenes out of order and reassembling them

· 1910 – movies have become a major industry

· 1915 – The Birth of A Nation is America’s first feature-length film (more than an hour long)

· 
 1920s: Mary Pickford color screen test.  Note that this music track was NOT on the original.

· 
 Lost Mary Pickford film found in New Hampshire barn.  This CBS News feature aired on September 24, 2013.  It is about a 1911 Mary Pickford film, “Their First Misunderstandings.”  Mary was a Canadian-born actress, co-founder of United Artists and one of the original 36 founders of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.  She was a pioneer in early Hollywood and a significant figure in the development of film acting.  Because moving images triggered her international fame, Pickford is a watershed figure in the history of modern celebrity.  She died of cerebral hemorrhage on May 29, 1979, and is buried in Glendale, California.

Narrative films – early silent films that engaged audience imaginations and suspended viewer disbelief; Melies understood movies could be artificially planned and controlled like a staged play

Nickelodeons – form of movie theater whose name combines the admission price with the Greek words for theater; small, uncomfortable converted storefronts redecorated to mimic vaudeville theaters; often had live piano players and basic sound effects; popular among immigrants because they transcended language barriers

Hollywood’s Golden Age – 1915 till 1946

Hollywood Studio System – ultimately becomes movie capital of the world because Southern California offers cheap labor, diverse scenery for outdoor shots and mild year-round climate.  Studio system firmly controlled creative talent; actors, directors, editors, writers all under exclusive contract with the studios.  No contract = no work.

Vertical Integration – By 1920s a handful of companies controlled all three levels of the industry: production, distribution & exhibition, thus creating an oligopoly

Big Five

Paramount 

MGM

Warner Brothers

Twentieth Century Fox

RKO
Little Three

Columbia

Universal

United Artists

(didn’t own theaters)

By the mid 1920s producers of films began buying up theaters to control exhibition.  First-run theaters (about 15% of total in America) generated 85-95% of all film revenue.
Film Exchange System – movie producers receive a percentage of ticket-gate receipts in exchange for short films shown between live acts at vaudeville theaters

Block Booking Distribution System – exhibitors had to agree to rent new or marginal films with no stars in order to gain access to popular films with major stars; eventually outlawed as monopolistic

Silent Movies give way to Talkies – The Jazz Singer, starring popular singer Al Jolson in 1927, has partial dialogue and some recorded music.  The next year his film The Singing Fool was produced with full sound
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Three types of theaters:

1. Movie palaces – lavish, full-time, single-screen movie theaters built to be like vaudeville theaters

2. Mid-city theaters – built in convenient locations near mass transit hubs to attract suburban and middle class customers.

3. Multiplexes – multiple screens near highway crossroads



Film genres – comedy, drama, romance, action/adventure, mystery/suspense, western, gangster, horror, fantasy/science fiction, musical, film noir, etc.

Hollywood dominates the world film stage with up to 90% of the market; less than 2% of the films distributed in the U.S. are foreign

By late 1970s, home-video market emerges and foreign films gain in popularity

Today, largest film production in world is in India (Bollywood) – 1000 films/year v. 500-600 American films/year

Documentary films – so named in the 1920s by Scottish film producer John Grierson: “the creative treatment of actuality,” or a genre that interprets reality by recording real people and settings

Cinema Verite – French term for “film truth,” a documentary style where cameras unobtrusively go where they haven’t traditionally been

Independent films – produced on a shoestring budgets and generally shown on college campuses or small film festivals

Hollywood’s Dark Days:

1947 - Hollywood 10 Hearings conducted by the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC); coercion  to get movie insiders to declare patriotism and name colleagues with politically unfriendly tendencies; 10 people went to jail and found themselves blacklisted when they got out

Paramount Decision – US SUPCO forced the major studios to divest themselves of ownership in theaters, ending vertical integration

Radio & TV change movie-going habits

1930s – Motion Picture Production Code restricted film depictions of violence, crime, drug use & sexual behavior to minimize accusations that films lowered moral standards.

1967 – Motion Picture Association of America institutes current rating system rather than censoring adult content

[p.261] Economics of Movie-Making:

80-90% of new movies fail to make a profit so studios need at least one blockbuster each year to offset losses

Today the average studio film costs $66 million to produce, plus another $37 million for marketing and advertising – total: $103 million

Six sources of Revenue for movie studios:

1. 40% from box-office revenue

2. DVD sales & rentals/digital downloads & streaming (1-4 months after theater release)

3. Cable & TV release (PPV, VOD)

4. Distribution in foreign markets

5. Distribution of independent films for hire

6. Merchandise licensing & product placement

Theater Chains Consolidate Exhibition:

Today the leading seven theater chains operate more than 50% of U.S. screens

Synergy – the promotion and sale of a product throughout the various subsidiaries of a media conglomerate
Biggest challenge facing movie industry today is the Internet.

[p.267] Do Hollywood movies contribute to a global village in which people throughout the world share a universal culture that breaks down barriers?  Or does an American-based common culture stifle the development of local cultures worldwide and diversity in moviemaking?
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