
MEDIA JOURNALS

Goal of class

To become more media literate – more critical as consumers of mass media institutions and more engaged as participants who accept part of the responsibility for the shape and direction of media culture.
Explanation of a Media Journal
During the course you will be required to read a selection of media.  Each week, select one story clipped from a newspaper, magazine, periodical or printed from the Internet.  Prepare a written analysis and be prepared to read it to the class.  Your paper should include the name of the article, author, source of publication and date of publication.  The focus of your paper and class discussion should be how the media works to influence public opinions in the chosen article. 

Steps to follow in writing your Journals (pp.32-33 9th ed.)
1. Description – briefly recap the article you chose and explain the main points (first paragraph)

2. Analysis – discover & focus on significant patterns or themes that emerge; why does this article interest you?

3. Interpretation – ask and answer questions like “what does this mean?” and “why should I care?”

4. Evaluation – draw conclusions, make judgements about whether the content of the article is good or bad…just or unjust…complete or incomplete; subordinate your personal tastes and make critical decisions about the topic of the story and why you had whatever reaction you had.  How could the reporter have covered the topic differently, or what questions do you wish the reporter had addressed?

5. Engagement – what action can you, as a citizen in a democracy, take now that you have learned the facts of this story?  Are you inspired to write a letter, attend a rally, work for peace, build homes for the homeless?  How are you a different person having read this article?
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