COMM201/Intro to Journalism – Midterm Exam – February 2, 2012

Name:  ___________________________________________________
1. (3 pts.) What are the three primary criteria for determining what is news?

2. (2 pts.) Good writing depends on _______________________________________.

3. (2 pts.) What is the slang term for a news organization’s internal library?

4.   (3 pts.) Contrast the primary goals of journalists and opinion writers.  Are they the same?
5. (6 pts.) There are several types of leads a journalist can use in a story.  Identify three types and write examples.

(3 pts.) There are two fundamental goals of journalism; name them and state which is more important.

(3 pts.) Explain the meaning of this statement: “The business model for legacy media is broken.”
(4 pts.) Explain the difference between a primary source and a secondary source.  Give examples.

(2 pts.) What does it mean when a journalist gives the subject of a story an opportunity to conduct an accuracy check before publication?

(3 pts.) What kind of sentence is utilized in this lead?

“School sports will be eliminated and the new senior citizen’s center will have to wait for another year.”

(3 pts.) What Latin phrase is used inside [brackets] to indicate an error, misuse or peculiarity by a speaker?   

(3 pts.) Which of the following is the correct way to attribute a quotation, and why?

a. “We never really had a chance to stop this fire,” was the Chief’s reaction.  Comforting the

       victims was Joe Smith’s first responsibility but he told reporters about the intensity of the

       flames.

b. “We never really had a chance to stop this fire,” was Chief Joe Smith’s reaction.  While

c.       comforting the victims, he told reporters about the intensity of the flames.

d. “We never really had a chance to stop this fire,” said Chief Joe Smith.  While comforting the

       victims, he told reporters about the intensity of the flames.
(2 pts.) What should a reporter do with information obtained on the Internet?

(2 pts.) Explain what a sidebar is.

(4 pts.) Here is the number of meetings each member of the town council has attended.  The average for the entire council is _____ and the median is _____.

                  Smith      10

                  Brown     10

                  Zucker      9

                  Jones        8

                  Riley         7

                  Smithers   6

                  White       3 

(2 pts.) Your story talks about an increase in the sales tax.  Explain the impact to your

      readers using the example of a $500 television and a sales tax of 7%.  What is the final cost?

(3 pts.) Explain the concept of the Inverted Pyramid.

(2 pts.) How long should the lead sentence of a story be before breaking it up into additional sentences?

(6 pts.) Here are six characteristics of writing.  Use the initial N to signify those appropriate for News Writing, and the initial F for those appropriate to Feature Writing.

Timeliness not crucial

Government, politics, international events, disasters, crime, etc.

In-depth about a situation or person

Profiles, day-in-the-life, how-to or background stories

Timeliness important

Emphasize facts & current events

(3 pts.) Which example is a quotation and which is dialogue, and why?

a. “You weren’t here for the previous vote so you can’t change things now,” said an angry Councilman Jones.  Harris immediately responded, “Point of Order, Mister Mayor.”  A visibly flustered Jones stood and pointed at Harris, shouting, “you’ve been trying to derail this initiative right from the start.”  The Mayor slammed her gavel on the desk several times saying, “gentlemen this has got to stop.”

b. “He wasn’t here for the previous vote so he can’t change things now,” Councilman Jones told reporters.  Councilman Harris has just called for a point of order when a visibly flustered Jones stood and shouted at him, “you’ve been trying to derail this initiative right from the start.”  The Mayor slammed her gavel on the desk several times saying, “gentlemen this has got to stop.”
(3 pts.) Fill in the blanks.

      The big challenge today is identifying ____________________ that can withstand downward
      pressures on rates…and ____________________ that capture consumer preferences for
      premium content.  Some legacy companies are _________________________ (specialized sites
6.       that serve a specific audience) to create new revenue streams.
(3 pts.) Organizations and individuals usually issue press releases in an attempt to secure favorable publicity, knowing that editors and journalists have three options.  What are they?

(2 pts.) What does “foreshadowing” mean to a journalist?

(3 pts.) Under what circumstances if the focus structure appropriate for a news story?

(2 pts.) When does a journalist need to be concerned with keywords or metadata tags?

(4 pts.) Explain in detail the four ways writing for radio & television differs from writing for

      print.

(4 pts.) Explain the differences between a traditionalist and a net-newser consumer.

(3 pts.) In most industries, companies exist only if they continue to earn a profit.  What are the typical sources of media revenue?

(2 pts.) Name a viable alternative to the press release.

(3 pts.) What tool is especially useful for Web journalists because it allows for better

      comprehension and higher retention?

(2 pts.) Is the following example correct; why or why not?

“The jury will resume deliberations tomorrow at nine AM.”

(2 pts.) Is the following example correct; why or why not?

      “Flames were coming from every window,” said Missus Paul F. Smith, the next-door neighbor.”

(3 pts.) Identify the three roles journalism plays in a democracy.

(3 pts.) You are interviewing the local fire chief on his department’s budget.  Which of the

      following is an example of an open-ended question, and why?

a. “Do you have enough money to buy the new hook and ladder?”

b. “What do you think of this budget?”

c. “Will this budget require the department to lay off firefighters?”

