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Chapter 11/Alternatives to the Inverted Pyramid

· Lesson#11: not every story needs to use the Inverted Pyramid style.  Alternative story forms include:

· Chronology

· News Narrative

· Focus Structure

· Service Journalism
Alternative story structures – suitable for breaking news if you can gather enough info…can confirm the chronology…and can capture dialogue

[see comparison chart on pp.222-223]
1. Chronology: works best for stores with complications…tension…resolution.  The writer doesn’t have to start at the beginning; rather, look for a key moment to use for the lead and engage the reader.  This type of story requires a strong ending; readers stick with a Chronology because they want to learn the conclusion.

Nut Paragraph: gives the theme of the story and summarizes key facts; doesn’t need to be the first paragraph.  It defines the story and foreshadows the conflict.

To Be Sure Paragraph: gives opposing points of view especially when focusing on one side of an issue

· News Narrative: combines the Inverted Pyramid and Chronology story forms.  Basic elements include:

· opening with interesting scene or twist

· traditional news lead

· brief paragraphs that add what readers need to understand

· transition back to beginning of story in chronological order

     Features: (also called soft stories) can run anytime because they are not breaking

     news; the content is significant but has to particular time element.  They tend to be

     longer pieces than breaking news articles.

     News Narrative with Narrative Emphasis: a variation with fewer direct quotes

     and an anonymous narrator tells a story with emphasis on content.  This format

     works well for news that is significant but not earth-shattering. 

2. Focus Structure: tells the story of an individual or group to represent a bigger population; an approach to make complex issues or huge numbers meaningful.  Issues like health care or budget deficits have little emotional appeal; the writer makes them relevant by focusing on someone affected by the issue.  This structure is a powerful way of reducing institutions, statistics and cosmic issues to a level readers can relate to.

The setup: transition from the opening to the nut paragraph, the foreshadowing, the “so what” and the “to be sure”

So What: tells readers explicitly why they should care; the story’s relevance

To Be Sure: how a reporter acknowledges there are at least two sides to every story; where additional opinions are introduced

The Ending: focus structure stories need a big finish; one technique is a tie-back, or a reference to something that happened at the top of the story.  The goal is to summarize the theme of the story using anecdotes, dialogue, good quotes or a strong tie-back.

3. Service Journalism: A type of journalism that recognizes usefulness as one of the criteria of news; “news you can use.”  It presents useful information in a usable way, perhaps by placing key information in a list, box, graphics or sidebars.

Types of Journalistic Writing:

· News Writing

· Emphasize facts & current events

· Timeliness especially important

· Government, politics, international events, disasters, crime, breakthroughs in science, sports
· Feature Writing (soft news)

· In-depth about a situation or person

· Timeliness not critical

· Profiles, day-in-the-life, how-to or background stories
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