VIDEO NEWS RELEASES

· news releases developed specifically for TV in the 1970s

· electronic equivalent of a printed press release

· contain video & audio prepared by a party other than a TV station

· popular at TV stations because they made news gathering easier

· often used verbatim without further fact-checking, independent investigation, or disclosure of the source

· most TV outlets understand that “supplied” information represents the interests of the supplying entity

· viewers may not understand that

· in 2005 FCC ruled stations must disclose the nature, source & sponsorship
· increased use of on-air language such as “images provided by a neighbor” or “as said in a prepared statement”
