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Will 2011 bring a new wave of EEO fines? The FCC slams Opus and Zimmer for $28,000.
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These fines aren’t about actual discrimination, but failure to follow the Commission procedure for recruitment and record-keeping.  In the case of the four-station Opus Broadcasting cluster in Medford, Oregon, the Commission procedure for recruitment and

record-keeping.  In the case of the four-station Opus Broadcasting cluster in Medford, Oregon, the Commission says it failed to "properly recruit for 28 of 29 fulltime vacancies in the 2003-2009 time period."  For six vacancies, it relied solely on "walk-in/mail-in" or other "non-public sources", and for seven, it used only Internet websites.  The agency also found problems with record-keeping, the most common cause of violations.  The cluster includes modern rock “96.9 The Rogue” KROG, and you can read the Notice of Apparent Liability for Opus here.  In the case of Zimmer Radio, its violations didn't last as long (less than a year) and it didn't "recruit publicly" for six of 24 vacancies (fewer than for Opus).  That's why its fine is $8,000, compared to $20,000 for Opus.  Read the Notice of Apparent Liability for Zimmer, including country “Kix 102.5” KIXQ, here.

