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The FCC hasn’t ruled yet, but the DOJ gives AT&T’s $39 billion purchase of T-Mobile a busy signal.
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You have to think that the Department of Justice has been in conversations with AT&T since the deal was announced in March, and that its just-filed suit in the D.C. Circuit Court is the government’s way of saying they failed to reach a compromise.  But the deal’s still got a pulse.  The DOJ says "the door is open" to an offer from AT&T.  But it believes that “AT&T’s elimination of T-Mobile as an independent, low-priced rival would remove a significant competitive force from the market.”  Sprint Nextel had objected to the

merger, and so did consumer groups such as Free Press and the Future of Music Coalition.  Over at the FCC, Chairman Genachowski says "Although our process [at the Commission] is not complete, the record before this agency also raises serious concerns about the impact of the proposed transaction on competition.”
