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Missing paperwork – plus “incorrect factual material” sent to the FCC – costs a Texas station $40,000 in fines. 

The trouble began with a December 9, 2010 inspection by the Houston office.  The agent found the public file at Vision Latina Broadcasting's KBPO, Port Neches, Texas (1150) was missing several required documents.  There was no copy of the FCC station authorization, the service contour map, the most recent ownership report, the "Public and Broadcasting" manual - or any quarterly issues/programs lists.  That led to a Notice of Apparent Liability, and on August 25, 2011, the licensee said that working with an independent consultant, the public file was now up to date.

Two months later, agents from the same Houston office again dropped by, and again found no issues-programs lists.  Worse, the FCC says "none of the employees were aware of KBPO having ever maintained any issues-programs listings."  Vision Latina called the omission "an oversight."  It believed that a party with which it had a time brokerage agreement was putting daily logs in the file.  But the public file is the duty of the licensee, and the FCC was not pleased (to say the least) about the inaccurate certification.  "Providing incorrect factual material" carries a base fine of $37,500, but the FCC trims it to $25,000.  The Houston office wasn't finished.  For failing to have a complete public file – no issues-programs lists - at the October 2011 visit, Vision Latina is fined an additional $15,000.

Ka-ching - the penalty is now $40,000.
