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CLASSROOM IN A BOOK®
Chapter 6

Mastering

Mastering – the stage between mixing and distribution of an audio production… where final edits or enhancements are made 

· distribution includes:

· manufacturing copies

· selling iTunes

· posting audio online

Mastering does not involve salvaging a file; it involves enhancing a file.

1. Typical order in which effects are applied:

2. Equalization – adjusting to create a pleasing tonal balance

3. Dynamics – makes music “jump out” of the speakers by creating more punch and making low-level sounds louder

4. Ambience – gives the allusion of music being played in an acoustic space …ambience is normally added during the mixing process but can be used during mastering

5. Stereo imaging – stretches the stereo image so the left channel moves further left and the right channel moves further right

6. Waveform Touchup – any other general enhancement
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