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CLASSROOM IN A BOOK®
Chapter 12

Creating Music With

Sound Libraries

Needledrop music – used in the days before digital recording…companies produced vinyl albums of music that could be used as backgrounds for radio & TV commercials, industrial narrations, films, etc.  The user paid for the music based on how many times they “drop the needle onto the turntable.”  If the same piece of music was used more than once, multiple payments were made.

Today companies manufacture music libraries on CD/DVD.  They usually contain several versions of a piece of music in different lengths, and may contain work parts.

Many of these libraries can be purchased outright.

Some production music is considered royalty-free (that is, no payment is required) and can be found online.

No published song (including popular hits) can be used for commercial purposes unless specific payments are worked out with the copyright holder.  This is serious business – don’t take the risk that you’ll get away with it.  If you’re caught, the courts will side with the copyright holder that you have stolen their property!

Adobe Resource Central offers access to thousands of royalty-free loops, SFX and music beds (Help > Download Sound Effects and More).

1. Two types of music libraries:

2. construction kits – files in compatible pitch, keys and tempos for easy mixing & matching

3. general purpose – collections of loops & music beds in different pitch, keys & tempos

Tip #1: The more tracks you add to a Multitrack Production, the louder the overall volume.  It’s handy to use the Master control on the Mixer Tab to reduce volume.

Tip #2: The greater the amount of stretching or pitch transposition, the less natural the sound.
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