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VITTER THREATENS TO SUE STATIONS ON AD

Attorneys for U.S. Sen. David Vitter, R-La., threatened Thursday to sue radio stations if they continued airing a commercial critical of the senator’s past conduct with women.

Vitter’s attorneys claimed in a letter to the radio stations that the 60-second advertisement is “false, misleading and defamatory.”

The spot talks about Vitter’s alleged battery of a woman and of the arrest of the senator’s former aide, Brent Furer, on charges stemming from an incident involving the aide’s girlfriend. 

The ad, paid for by Senate candidate and former Supreme Court Justice Chet Traylor, is being run on radio stations around the state. 

Traylor campaign strategist Roy Fletcher said the claims made in the commercial are true and Vitter just doesn’t like its content. 

“To me he’s trying to suppress free speech,” said Fletcher, who developed the ad. 

The state is conducting early voting for the Aug. 28 U.S. Senate Republican Party primary. 

Early voting continues through Saturday. 

Vitter is seeking election to a second six-year term.

The winner of the GOP primary will meet candidates from other parties and those not affiliated with a party on the Nov. 2 general election ballot. 

Traylor is one of two Republican candidates challenging Vitter.  The other is Franklin physician Nick Accardo. 

Louisiana Radio Network President Jim Engster said it is not the first time the tactic has been used in a campaign when ads being aired aren’t to a candidate’s liking. 

 “If the senator has an issue with the content, he needs to go to court rather than pressure our (radio station) affiliates,” Engster said. 

The letters, dated Thursday, were signed by James M. Garner of the New Orleans law firm of Sher Garner Cahill Richter Klein & Hilbert. 

Garner wrote that two of the claims made in the radio commercial are misleading, “patently false and defamatory.” 

In one claim - which alleged Vitter assaulted a woman - the court “found that any contact by Senator Vitter was incidental,” Garner stated. 

Vitter paid $50 in damages in a 1993 lawsuit involving an alleged altercation with election opponent Mary Mercedes Hernandez at a town hall meeting, Garner wrote. 

Fletcher, who works for Traylor, countered that the court fined Vitter $50 for committing a battery in the Hernandez case and the plaintiff said in her petition that she was subject of “an unprovoked attack” by Vitter. 

On the second point, Garner wrote that Furer, Vitter’s former aide, was not convicted of assault and those charges were dismissed.

The Superior Court of the District of Columbia judgment of April 3, 2008, shows that Furer pleaded guilty to three charges, including obstruction, attempted threats and destruction of property. 

The assault charge was dropped in the plea arrangement.

Furer’s sentence included two years of supervised probation and 40 hours of community service. 

Garner added, “It was not even alleged by the victim in the police report that Mr. Furer ‘slashed her face with a knife,’ “ as the spot alleged. 

The Jan. 29, 2008, affidavit in support of the arrest warrant stated that Furer “grabbed an unknown object and placed it underneath the left part of her neck.” 

The girlfriend received a laceration that required eight stitches, the affidavit stated. 

"We demand that you immediately remove and/or discontinue airing the advertisement on your radio station.  If you fail to comply with our demand, we will take all appropriate legal measures to refrain your station from airing false and malicious advertisements against Senator Vitter and pursue monetary damages,” the attorneys wrote. 

Fletcher said Vitter hasn’t threatened a lawsuit over Democratic opponent U.S. Rep. Charlie Melancon Internet ad, which showed Furer’s ex-girlfriend’s cuts following the January 2008 incident. 

The Traylor commercial also mentions “Vitter’s notorious scandal with the D.C. madam” and claims by a former prostitute that she “serviced” Vitter.  Vitter admitted to “a serious sin” in 2007 when his phone number surfaced in records for a Washington prostitution ring.

Fletcher said Vitter’s attorney did not mention those claims in the commercial.  “I didn’t see one word in there of him denying that,” he said. 

Vitter kept Furer on his Senate payroll for another two-plus years before forcing him to resign after news reports of Furer’s arrests for driving while intoxicated of which he said he had not been aware.  

